
POSSIBLE ADVOCACY LETTERS  
 

Re 
 

Afghan Peace Negotiations:  Their Perilous Significance for Women in Afghanistan 
 
 

Our Prime Minister and Members of Parliament need to hear and want to hear from their 
constituents on matters of concern.   
 
As informed and educated women, and aware of the perilous significance of the Afghanistan 
peace negotiations for Afghan women, we ask that our government play a lead role in the 
support and empowerment of Afghan women going forward. Christopher Gibbins, Executive 
Director, Afghanistan-Pakistan Division, Global Affairs Canada, reminded participants in a recent 
webinar, Afghanistan 2021 – Prospects for Peace and Development – Options for Canadian 
Support, that our letters to the Prime Minister and MPs are noted.  Mr. Gibbins encouraged 
those interested to continue to write.  
 
Kathryn Wilkinson, CFUW President, has written to the Prime Minister and various Cabinet 
Ministers on the topic. 
 
Should you wish to write your MP as an individual, this link will lead you to his/her address. 
https://www.ourcommons.ca/members/en 
 
We need to raise awareness of the issue widely how we can through conversations with others, 
letters-to-the- editor, and social media. 
 
Letters-to-the-Editor can indeed be another useful vehicle.  Sadly at the moment there are not 
many articles in the papers concerning Afghanistan except ones related to recent violence or 
killings. One exception recently was published in the Toronto Globe and Mail on January 23, 
2021 when Dr. Sima Samar, founder of the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission 
wrote, The world must not give up the pursuit of peace in Afghanistan. The article  is enclosed 
here with our other tools. 
 
There was an immediate response for some readers to write replies and I attach a few as 
samples.  We are delighted one was printed, sorry more were not, but the fact that several were 
submitted to the paper is evidence of the interest in the topic. I attach a few samples 
 
We have not addressed social media, another whole venue for those who work with it. 
 
In concluding we wish you happy and productive writing!   We work closely with remarkable and 
courageous Afghan women and know they are encouraged that women half way around the 
world  are raising their voices for them  – the power of women working together.  
 



Ideas for a Letter to your local Member of Parliament 
 
 

 
Date 
 
 
MP Name 
Address 
 
Re:  Peace Talks in Afghanistan 
 
Dear Mr/Ms 
I write as a member of your constituency and as someone very concerned about the peace 
talks underway in Afghanistan.  The outcome of the talks between the Afghan government 
and the Taliban will shape the lives of the people of Afghanistan for decades to come and 
risks losing the gains women have made in the last 20 years. These achievements came at 
the enormous price of blood and treasure of the Afghan people and countries from around 
the world. 
Women and girls face a perilous future should the international community fail to ensure 
that the rights of women as guaranteed in the Afghan constitution be upheld. 
Women must play an active and meaningful role in all dimensions of the peace process and 
further conflict-prevention measures.  The Afghan negotiating team has only token 
representation of women and their representation should be increased.  Research shows that 
the substantive inclusion of women in peace processes results in a much higher rate of 
implementation, leading to a more enduring peace. 
After four decades of conflict and suffering, a negotiated political settlement offers the only 
hope for lasting peace but on-going violence undermines confidence in the peace process.  
There should be an end to the violence and an immediate, permanent ceasefire. 
The international community should provide whatever assistance possible to support the 
negotiating process and robust monitoring of adherence to agreements as they are 
achieved.    
Mr/Ms    , I ask that you do whatever you can to encourage your colleagues to support a 
strong stand by Country Name to help the people of Afghanistan, particularly the women 
and girls, and to ensure that the gains made since 2001 not be lost. 
 
Insert name 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ideas for a Letter-to-the Editor:  Reply to Dr. Samar’s Article, January 23, 2021 
 
 

 Dr. Samar reminds us clearly the job is not yet done in Afghanistan 
and the world turns its back at its peril.  After over 40 years of war 
the Afghans are longing for peace. With the sacrifice of so many 
countrymen and women and its enormous investment, the 
international community must support appropriate efforts every 
feasible way.  It must support peace making and peace 
management.  The peace should not just be a political peace, but a 
peace at the community level including women, and a dignified long-
lasting peace with justice. The talks will take months and they will 
break down but they must re-start. Women must be significantly 
included on the negotiations team and their rights as outlined in the 
Afghan constitution must be upheld. 
Hally Siddons, 
Ottawa 
 
 
 Dr. Sima Samar's appeal for help from the international 
community to avoid a "catastrophe" in Afghanistan must be heeded. 
 The country has not been this close to peace in 40 years, but the 
peace talks initiated by the US cannot work while the Taliban 
continue their murderous campaign and intransigence at the 
bargaining table.   There must be a ceasefire. 
 The disunity in the government emboldens the Taliban and 
weakens negotiations.  Yet the Afghan people hunger for peace. 
 The international community helped build a new democracy with 
a constitution guaranteeing equal rights for men and women, yet the 
Taliban refuse to acknowledge the rule of law.   The government 
appears to do so as well.  
 It is time that friends who care for the people of Afghanistan use 
their influence to achieve a ceasefire and support the government 
and the Taliban negotiate an enduring peace 
 Dr. Samar is an Honorary Officer of the Order of 
Canada.  Canada welcomed her as one of us.  She needs our help 
now. 
Fran Harding 
Ottawa 
 

 
Afghanistan’s Dr. Sima Samar’s crie de Coeur in Saturday’s paper is an excellent overview of the 
turbulent situation in her country. In the last two decades Afghan women have become judges, police, 
media stars, activists, taxi drivers, parliamentarians and entrepreneurs. Should the Taliban, given 
international credibility as negotiators with the Americans. take over the government, women will be back 
in the dark days when they were veiled, isolated in their homes, banned from school, health care or 
freedom of any kind. Only with women in numbers at the negotiations can Afghanistan have an enduring 
and stable peace. The alternative chaotic and insecure Afghanistan is a threat to the whole world. It would 
be a breeding ground for international terrorism with its five neighbouring countries and beyond. 
Dianne Rummery 
Ottawa 


